
Steps in the process

Standards 
Based IEP

Definition

The contents of this presentation were developed under a grant from the US Department of
Education to the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
(#H323A120018). However, these contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the US
Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government.

A standards-based Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) describes a process in which the 
IEP team has incorporated state content 
standards in its development.

Get to  know and understand 
the student. Strengths, needs, 
and visions for the student’s 

future 

Step 1: Know and 
understand state standards.  
Missouri Learning Standards 

(MLS), DESE Resources, 
MAPA

Step 2: Link district 
curriculum with state’s 
learning standards. Grade-
level content and intent of 
content standards relative to 
your district

Step 3: Determine 
student 
functioning in 
relation to Grade-
Level Standards. 
Educational goals, 
curriculum, 
instruction,  and 
assessment
are consistent

Step 4: Analyze data 
to develop present
level. Identify what 
the student can do 
and future plans

Step 5: 
Develop measurable annual 

goals aligned with grade-
level academic standards. 
Reasonable expectations in 

the student’s special 
education program

Step 6:   
Identify specially 

designed instruction. 
Accommodations and/or 
modifications needed to 
access and progress in 

general education 
curriculum.

Step 7:  Assess and 
report progress 
throughout the 

year.  The ‘bigger 
picture’ for a 

student as they 
move through the 

education program


