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Case Study: Elementary

Student: 	Jack
Grade: 	5
Disability: 	ED    


Jack is 11 and in fifth grade. He recently moved from another state. In his record, teachers stated that he was unable to generalize skills consistently or to demonstrate problem-solving skills presented within an academic curriculum. They reported that he was physically abusive to adults and other students. He was argumentative and explosive. He was diagnosed with ADHD. He was sent to in-school suspension or separated from the other students a majority of the time. He had poor hygiene and encopresis (soiling), which resulted in him being sent home at least once a week to shower and change. He was scheduled to start a program for seriously emotionally disturbed students just as he moved. Prior to moving, he lived with his mother, whose relationship with the school was described as strained.

Currently, Jack attends a pull out resource room for Reading, Written Language, Spelling, and Math. He receives extra help and support in Social Studies and Science from the resource room. He did not receive instruction in these two areas in his former school. Jack has commented several times that he finds Science and Social Studies interesting and that he hasn’t had them before. His present level of performance is at a beginning third grade level in reading and written language. Reading fluency with third grade level material is at 115 wpm. His math is at a middle third grade level. He has begun to demonstrate beginning problem solving skills. It is believed that he was not given the opportunity to develop these skills in the past due to his emotional instability and home-related issues affecting attendance, attention, and behavior. 

Jack continues to have difficulty with other students. He makes faces at other students and makes inappropriate comments to them. When he is asked about these behaviors, he is honest and will admit to doing them but always has reasons as to why he did them. He likes to please adults and will complete the task he is asked to do 75% of the time. His personal hygiene and encopuersis problems continue but are situational.

Jack now lives with his dad and grandparents. Jack’s dad is very supportive, but isn’t always sure what he should do. Prior to this point, Dad was not in Jack’s life. Jack’s mom continues to see him and be involved with his education. She feels that his education is better addressed in his current environment. Jack continues to make progress academically. He doesn’t like to be corrected when he hasn’t finished his work correctly. He will start to cry and throw things. If he is ignored, he will get back on track. Sometimes it takes him 30-40 minutes with reminders in between about his behavior. Due to the fact that Jack is in a regular 5th grade for Social Studies and Science, he is expected to complete the work according to the standards for these two areas. Even though Jack continues to have problems socially, he is improving. He wants to be friends with his peers, but doesn’t always go about it the right way. 



