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Student: 	Max
Grade: 	4
Disability: 	Learning Disability     


Max’s difficulties initially became evident in kindergarten, which is somewhat unusual since learning disabilities are more often identified later in the school years. His parents were frustrated and, like so many parents of children with disabilities, felt that they were not doing something correctly. Max is generally aware when he has difficulties, and will often let the teacher know when he has trouble concentrating. 

Max expresses himself well verbally and comes up with great ideas; however, he has particular problems with reading and writing. He lags behind his classmates in sight word vocabulary, which influences other academic areas. He reads mostly by sight and has difficulty sounding out or blending words. Although he exhibits some disruptive behaviors, they are relatively minor in the overall context of Max’s world. He has a fundamentally positive outlook and already talks about attending college.

When reading is not a factor, Max tests at the proficient level (with some advanced skills) in math. He is able to recall concepts and ideas in other academic areas, when reading is not required. Max scores partially proficient in writing when spelling is considered. However, when spelling is not considered, Max scores at a proficient level. In reading, Max has good auditory comprehension. However, his comprehension is greatly affected when he is required to read material on his own. His last Woodcock-Johnson indicated that his reading level was 2.1, or about 2 years below his current grade level.

Max is well liked by his peers and is actually a pleasant child to have in the classroom. Currently, he is given an accommodation of having a peer read material to him when reading is not being tested. His spelling improves greatly when he uses a computer, but there has been some concern about him becoming dependent on Spell Check.






