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Unique educational needs (UEN) explain what needs to be addressed (instruction and services) in the IEP so the student’s disability will have the least effect on their involvement and progress in the general education curriculum.  
 Types of Educational Need      
1. Conditions for learning, as determined through unique educational needs, are generally the type of environment and/or circumstances the student needs to have the greatest opportunity to learn.  The conditions for learning are described in the present level with services most often addressed through accommodations/modifications.  
· Examples:  distraction-reduced environment; 1-1 introductions to new materials; immediate corrective feedback; tangible, frequent reinforcers; small group instruction; consistency in behavior plan implementation; close supervision during unstructured time with other children.
To determine these unique education needs we ask—what have we learned about this student’s strengths and weakness relative to the conditions this student needs to be most successful?  
Consider:
	--learning and teaching strategies used with the student in the past and currently
	--past and present accommodations or modifications
	--interventions used in the past and currently
	--current curriculum expectation

2.  Skills or behavior to improve performance
· Example: The child needs to learn accurate decoding skills to replace his or her present excessive guessing at unknown words.  The PL . . . might say that the child reads second grade materials at 20-30 words per minute with five to eight errors and seldom, if ever, self-corrects. 
Skills or behaviors, as determined through unique educational needs, should be data driven.  When the data is presented in the present level, it may be based on formal and/or informal assessment.  Whenever possible, skills should be Standard Centered.  The skills and/or behaviors addressed in the present level should of the highest priority.  This means that providing instruction and other supports and services for the skills and/or behaviors that are addressed in the present level will have the greatest impact to allow the student to access and progress in the general education curriculum.  
Remember:  access to the general educational curriculum is not the same as receiving instruction in the general education classroom.  


Unique Educational Needs
List the conditions of learning that are addressed in your student’s present level:











List the skills and/or behaviors addressed in your student’s present level:




