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Begin with a Firm Foundation: Think Student First – View the process in terms of the student’s strengths, needs and visions for the future.

Sources of Information:
· Current test data
· Portfolio assessment information 
· Classroom performance records
· Recent IEPs
· Team members’ observations

Questions to Ask:
1. What does the child learn most easily at home? At school?
2. What does the child most like to do at home?  In school?
3. What most motivates the child at home? At school?
4. What is the child curious about at home?  At school?
5. What does the child most often choose to do during free time at home?  At school?

Step 1: Getting to know and understand the standards and the process of linking district curriculum with state standards.

Questions to Ask:
1. What is the intent of the content standard relative to district curriculum?
2. What does the content standard say that the student must know and be able to do?
3. What skills does the student need in order to meet the standard?

Resources:

Missouri Learning Standards (MLS) 
https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/missouri-learning-standards

MLS for students eligible for MAPA – Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) 
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/about/model#essential-elements


Step 2: Determine where the student is functioning in relation to the grade-level standards.

Alignment:  The process of connecting educational goals, curriculum, instruction and assessment so that they are consistent with each other and further the same educational purpose.  

Ask:
1. What is expected within the regular classroom? Has the student been taught content aligned with grade-level standards?
2. What instructional strategies or approaches have been or are being used in the general classroom?
3. Has the student been provided appropriate instructional scaffolding to attain grade-level expectations?
4. What results have been documented for this student?


Step 3: Develop the Present Level of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance.

Determine the individual strengths and needs in relation to assessing and mastering the curriculum by asking the following questions:
1. What do we know about the student’s response to academic instruction (e.g., progress monitoring data)?
2. What programs, accommodations (i.e., classroom and testing) and/or interventions have been successful with the student?
3. What have we learned from previous IEPs and student data that can inform decision making?
4. Are there assessment data (i.e., state, district and/or classroom) that can provide useful information for making decisions about the student’s strengths and needs (e.g., patterns in the data)? 

Consider the factors related to the student’s disability and how they affect how the student learns
and demonstrates what he or she knows.  Ask:
1. How does the student’s disability affect participation and progress in the general curriculum?
2. What supports does the student need to learn the knowledge and attain the skills to progress in the general curriculum?

 Develop the Present Level of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance.
3. How will instruction be designed and customized so that this student meets the selected and
individualized standard (i.e., team-based learning, problem-based learning, differentiated instructional strategy, technology).
4. Is the student on track to achieve grade-level proficiency within the year? 

CAUTION:  DO NOT use the student’s exceptionality to explain how the disability affects involvement/progress in the general curriculum.  Do Not make a statement such as, “Marcus’ learning disability affects his progress in the general curriculum.”

What to write:  “Marcus’ skills to applying strategies, such as making inferences and making complex predictions, affect his progress in comprehending sixth grade literary materials.”

· MAPA
Develop Present Level of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance reflecting student’s strengths and needs relative to accessing the selected DLM Essential Elements.


Step 4:  Develop measurable annual goals aligned with grade-level academic standards.

1.  What are the unique educational needs identified in the present level of performance?
2.  What can the student reasonably accomplish in one school year?
3.  Are the conditions for meeting the goal addressed?
4.  How will the outcome of the goal be measured?

· Review area(s) of instructional need.
· Determine where the need fits within the standards and the general classroom expectations.
· Consider the difference between actual performance and benchmarks (indicators for grade).
· Identify the critical academic or functional skills the student will need to learn in order to demonstrate “proficient” or “applying” performance.
· Consider whether or not the need might be met using an accommodation or by teaching a compensatory (functional) skill.
· Identify what you realistically can expect within one year, focusing on challenging, yet attainable outcomes.

· MAPA
Develop Measureable Annual Goals aligned with selected DLM Claims and 
Conceptual Areas.
For each annual goal develop benchmarks or short term objectives that align with DLM Essential Elements.


Step 5:  Assess and report progress throughout the year.  

· What are the performance standards used in the general classroom? In the state standards?
· What has been the rate of growth for this student in the past?
· What will it take for this student to be able to be successful in the general classroom?
· What is the actual deficit between current skill and desired skill?
· What will it take to have confidence that the skill is at a mastery level?

Step 6:   Identify specially designed instruction including accommodations and/or modifications needed to access and progress in the general education curriculum.

· Is the service or program research-based, or have evidence that it is effective?
· Is it matched with the needs of this student, including is it culturally appropriate?
· Is it aligned with the general curriculum?
· Will it require accommodations or modifications within the general classroom?
· What implications does this service or program have for participation in the state or district-
wide assessment? 

Step 7:   Determine the most appropriate assessment option.

1. What types of assessment options are available in Missouri?
2. What assessment responses are required?
3. How are the assessments to be administered?
4. What assessment accommodations can be made?
5. Can the accommodations also be used in the classroom?
6. Has the student received standards-based, grade-level instruction?
7. Can the student make progress toward grade-level standards in the same timeframe as peers? 
8. Can the student demonstrate what he/she knows on the assessment under consideration?



Information adapted from:

Linking IEPs to State Learning Standards, Lynda Miller and Lauren Hoffman, 2002, Pro‑ed 
Linking Standards Based IEP Development to the Common Core. Jane Jackson, NWRPDC
A Seven-Step Process to Creating Standards-based IEPs. Marla Davis Holbrook, Project Forum at NASDSE, June 2007.
Standards-Based IEPs Form Following Process. Jennifer S. Huisken, NCRRC & Carol B. Massanari, MPRRC, 
Standards-Based Individualized Education Program Examples, Project Forum at NASDSE, August 2007. p. 5.
Standards-Based IEPs A Step-By-Step Process. Mary Gage & Regina Higgins, Central RPDC  
Standards-Based IEPs. Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. 2018
  
1

