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What is Developing Assessment 
Capable Learners?

A DACL is any student who:
*knows the learning objective.

*can describe where they are in understanding the lesson.
AND

*can use that information to choose learning strategies to 
improve their performance.

Students become self-regulators in their learning, can track and share 
their work, and are more motivated to do better when they succeed in the 

classroom.
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Steps to DACL:
1. Essential Questions, I Can Statements, and Success 

Criteria for Missouri Learning Standards
2. Classroom Setup

3. Introducing DACL to Students
4. Teaching DACL in Separate Lessons

5. Classroom Anchor Charts
6. Incorporating DACL into Lessons

7. Use of Technology
8. Use of Data

9. Feedback
10. Trial and Error
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EQ’s, I Can Statements, 
Success Criteria:

In our classrooms, we should have:
I Can Statements, Essential Questions, and Success Criteria for each 

standard we are currently teaching.

*The I Can Statements provide students with a student-friendly 
statement of the standard.

*The Essential Questions (EQ’s) provide students with a guide to why 
they are learning the standard.

*The Success Criteria provide students with a list of things they 
should know by the time they have learned the standard.
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Examples of EQ’s, I Can 
Statements, Success Criteria:
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In our classrooms, we need to have spaces designed for 
students to be able to collaborate with each other.  Students 
need to have the ability to move around and use resources in 

the room.

Classroom Setup:
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I feel the best way to introduce 
DACL to students is to be very 

honest and open with them!  One 
resource I used is the chart 

created by UMKC Mo Edu-Sail.  We 
discussed the chart and any words 

students did not understand.

Introducing DACL to 
Students:



SLIDESMANIA.COM
SL
ID
ES
MA

NI
A.C

OM

I have found the easiest way to 
introduce DACL to my students 
is by teaching the concepts of 
DACL separately at first.  Once 
students have a grasp on the 
reason why they are learning 

this way, it is easier to embed it 
in your lessons.

Teaching DACL in Separate 
Lessons:



SLIDESMANIA.COM

Teachers know all about anchor charts.  When teaching DACL, the best way 
to get students involved is to include them when making your charts!

Rubrics are an essential part of Developing Assessment Capable  
Learners.  I try to incorporate student work when possible; it gives 

students a sense of ownership because they know their work is helping us 
learn and improve!

Rubrics need to be student-friendly and easy to use!  For younger grades, 
pictures/visuals help in understanding.  Make sure ALL students in your 
class understand the words used-if they don’t understand, how are they 

supposed to use the rubrics effectively?

Classroom Anchor Charts:
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Examples of Classroom 
Anchor Charts:
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Once students understand the “why” of DACL, you can now 
start embedding it into your daily lessons.

Some easy ways to do this are:
-CENTERS:  students rotate through centers to critique 

other student’s work or to practice using a rubric
-FEEDBACK/REFLECTION PRACTICES:  can be used for any 

work you choose
-RUBRICS/SUCCESS CRITERIA AROUND THE ROOM:  these 

are available for students to use anytime.

Incorporating DACL into 
Lessons:
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Our students are tech-savvy!  Use technology to engage your 
students to be Developing Assessment Capable Learners!

Use of Technology:
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Students need to be able to “see” what they are learning and 
why!  This can be done in a variety of ways:

-data binders
-classroom data charts

-individual sheets

Use of Data:
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DACL relies heavily on feedback.  Students need feedback within 24 
hours of completion.  Using data helps students receive immediate 

feedback.  Flipgrid is another resource that is great for feedback (and 
it is a wonderful resource for using technology)!  I have also used 
feedback sheets and daily reflection charts for students to leave 

feedback for their peers or me.

Feedback:
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Trial and Error:
If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.

DACL is not always perfect or easy.  There will be lots of learning 
moments-for your students and you!  It will take time, and making 
mistakes, in order for you to be able to make DACL work in your 

classroom.  Don’t give up!
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A Few Tips:
-color-code your rubrics:  having rubrics the same color in your classroom 

makes it easier for students to find resources quickly
-use kid-friendly fonts:  stick with the same font on your charts (if possible)

-reteach often:  students forget
-be okay with making mistakes:  this shows students it’s okay to fail-as long 

as they see you try again
-if you don’t know, ask for help:  know who you can talk to when you don’t 

know the answer
-make your classroom a hands-on learning environment:  let kids walk 

around and move to find answers and collaborate (NOT a pinterest 
classroom!)

-live in the moment
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Resources to Get Started:
-John Hattie:  Books, Youtube Videos, Website

-Carol Dweck:  Growth Mindset
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YOU CAN DO IT!!
We are all doing things that DACL in our classrooms!

--Flexible Seating
-Flip (formerly Flipgrid)

-AR Reading Charts-with stars
-Give me a 1, 2, 3, or 4

-Exit Tickets
-Peer Editing

-Writing Prompt Checklist
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Questions?
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I am happy 
to help!

Feel free to email me anytime!

Maygen Swearengin:
mew8c8@mst.edu

I would love to hear from you!!
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More Examples of DACL in 
the Classroom:
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More Examples of DACL in 
the Classroom:



SLIDESMANIA.COM

More Examples of DACL in 
the Classroom:
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DACL Examples from MO 
Districts:



SLIDESMANIA.COM

DACL Examples from MO 
Districts:
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DACL Examples from MO 
Districts:
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to help!

Feel free to email me anytime!

Maygen Swearengin:
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Google Slides or PowerPoint

NOT to be sold as is or modified!
Read FAQ on slidesmania.com

Sharing is caring!
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