


Family-School Partnerships
Pre/Post Knowledge Check

District:                                 ______           School:_______________________________________                   

The pre/post knowledge checks provided with this module can be used to measure the gains made in participants’ knowledge of the training content. They can also be used to guide the trainer in knowing which concepts were taught well and which concepts need additional time and/or revision in delivery.

Mark yes or no

1. Southwest Middle School leaders are gathering input from families regarding a school carnival that will be held in the spring. They have decided to send out a survey to all parents asking for ideas regarding a theme and activities. Is this the best way to gather feedback for the carnival?

Yes	No

2. Bellwether High School is forming a parent advisory committee to discuss school safety issues and help set policies for the building. In choosing the members for this group, they are carefully selecting from a pool of parents who have been actively engaged in school activities both during the day and after hours. Does this approach create a successful and sustainable partnership?

Yes	No

3. Northeast Elementary School is planning a back-to-school event. To make sure all families are invited, they are advertising this event in flyers distributed in school pick-up lines, newsletters, texts, emails, and social media posts. Is this a good way to welcome all families into the building?

Yes	No

4. At the beginning of the school year, school leaders at the Middletown School District ensure that all staff receive training to assist in understanding their diverse populations in their buildings with significant cultural differences. The main purpose is to make sure that the school environment is welcoming to all families and to encourage family engagement. Is this training a good starting point in facilitating family partnerships?

Yes	No

5. Mayflower Elementary School believes it is important to collaborate with parents concerning the interventions for student success. When students move into Tier 2 and Tier 3 instruction, the parents receive communication on strategies/lesson plans that can be used both at home and school. This communication is in the form of social media, support from parent groups, and emails from the teachers on student progress. The parents will also receive individual letters for their student regarding specific interventions. Is this line of communication adequate to keep parents informed of their student’s progress?

Yes	No

6. School leaders at East Side Junior high are concerned at the level of poverty and homelessness for their students. They realized that many families are not aware of community resources. They decided to regularly (on a quarterly basis) send home a list of resources available to all families. Is this a comprehensive method to inform parents of all available resources they might access?

Yes	No

7. Title 1 reading teachers host a book fair once a year so parents and students have an opportunity to purchase books of their choice. The purpose is to encourage reading at home with the parents. Is this a good strategy to support student learning?

Yes	No

8. Biltmore School District is struggling with the idea of shared leadership and committed families. They have decided to try some first steps. First, they will consider the cultural norms in the district. After that, they will invite parents to participate in advisory roles for school improvement which will communicate that family voice is essential in student success. They feel this will lead to shared decision making and more inclusive meetings. Will these first steps lead to the sustainability of shared leadership with families?

Yes	No

9. Orange Grove Middle School recognizes that families can be a great support for other families. They are forming a parent-led team that will help other families become more engaged in their students’ learning. The members of this team will be educators with students of their own in the building and the parent leaders who are involved in the Parent Teacher Organization. Will this group accomplish the goal of supporting and representing all families? 

Yes	No

10. Southside High School leaders are finding that families are not trusting them to make good decisions when considering the diversity of their students. The school leadership has decided to ask families to become involved in training school staff to demonstrate some of their traditions and practices they feel important for teachers to understand. Is this a good way to demonstrate shared leadership and gain trust with families?

Yes	No
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